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Grade 12, Unit 2 Pre-assessment 
 

 

Read the following selection taken from Mitter, Rana. Modern China. New York:  
Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 2009, pages 9-11. 

 

 

But why did the Chinese think of themselves as Chinese?  Broadly, shared 

identity came from shared rituals.  For more than two thousand years, a set of social and 

political assumptions, which found their origins in the ideas of Confucius, a thinker of the 

sixth century BCE, shaped Chinese statecraft and everyday behavior.   By adopting these  

norms, people of any grouping could become “people of the dynasty”—that is, Chinese. 

Confucianism is sometimes termed a religion, but it is really more of an ethical 

system, or system of norms.  In its all-pervasiveness and its flexibility and adaptability to 

circumstances, it is somewhat analogous to the role of Judeo-Christian norms in Western 

societies, where even those who dispute or reject those norms still find themselves shaped 

by them, consciously or not.  Confucianism is based on ideas of mutual obligation, 

maintenance of hierarchies, a belief in self-development, education, and improvement, 

and above all, an ordered society.  It abhors violence and tends to look down on profit-

making, though it is not wholly opposed to it.  The ultimate ideal was to become 

sufficiently wise to attain the status of “sage” (sheng), but one should at least strive to  

become a junzi, often translated as “gentleman,” but perhaps best thought of as meaning 

“a person of integrity.”  Confucius looked back to the Zhou dynasty, a supposed “golden 

age” which was long-past even during his lifetime, and which set a desirable (but perhaps 

unattainable) standard for the present day.  
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Confucius’s opinions did not emerge from thin air; he lived during the  

period of the Warring States, a violent era whose values appalled him, and which fuelled 

his concern with order and stability.  Nor was he the only thinker to shape early China:  

unlike Confucius and Mencius, who believed in the essential good nature of human 

beings, Xunzi believed that humans were essentially evil; and Han Feizi went further to 

argue that only a system of strict laws and harsh punishments, not ethical  

codes, could restrain people from doing wrong.  This period, the fifth century BCE, was 

one of the profound crisis in the territory we know now as China, but ironically, it led to 

an unmatched excellence in the cultural and intellectual atmosphere of the time, just as 

the crisis of fifth-century BCE Greece led to an extraordinary outpouring of drama and 

philosophy.  Nonetheless, despite the intellectual ferment of the time, it was  

Confucius’s thought that became most acceptable in Chinese statecraft, although his ideas 

were adapted, often beyond recognition, by the statesmen and thinkers who drew on his 

writing over the centuries.  But throughout that period, assumptions from Confucianism 

persisted. 
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Multiple Choice 

1. Answer both parts of the question below. 

 

Which statement best describes the structure of the passage? 

A. It asks a general question, answers it, gives supporting details by defining 
specific terms, and explains the effects these details had on China. 
 

B.  It asks a question and answers it by specifically analyzing the effects of 
Western civilization on modern China. 
 

C. It lists the opinions of three great men who influenced the development of 
the Chinese culture. 
 

D. It explains how Mencius, Confucius and Xunzi influenced the Chinese 
culture. 
 
 

 
From the choices below, underline the two sentences that together best support 
your answer. 
 

A.“Confucianism is based on ideas of mutual obligation, maintenance of 
hierarchies, a belief in self-development, education, and improvement, and 
above all, an ordered society” (lines10-12). 
 
B.“. . .Xunzi believed that humans were essentially evil; and Han Feizi went 
further to argue that only  a system of strict laws and harsh punishments, not 
ethical codes, could restrain people from doing wrong (lines23-25). 
 
C.“But why did the Chinese think of themselves as Chinese?” (line1) 
 
D.“In its all-pervasiveness and its flexibility and adaptability to circumstances, 
it is somewhat analogous to the role of Judeo-Christian norms in Western 
societies, where even those who dispute or reject those norms still find 
themselves shaped by them, consciously or not (lines 7-10). 

 

 

 

 



2. Answer both parts of the question below.  

The author of the passage suggests which of the following about China? 

A. Confucius’s thoughts slowly disappeared as China developed from an 
ancient society to a present day one. 

 
B. Without the influence of Confucius, China as we know it today would be 

very different. 
 

C. Judeo-Christian norms in Western societies played a great role in shaping 
China as we know her today. 
 

D. Confucius was an idealist whose ethical system had no basis in reality. 

 

Underline the sentence that best supports your answer. 

A. “In its all-pervasiveness and its flexibility and adaptability to 
circumstances, it is somewhat analogous to the role of Judeo-Christian 
norms in Western societies, where even those who dispute or reject those 
norms still find themselves shaped by them, consciously or not” lines7-10). 

 
B. “Confucius’s opinions did not emerge from thin air; he lived during the 

period of  the Warring States, a violent era whose values appalled him, 
and which fuelled his  concern with order and stability” (lines 19-21). 

  
C. “Nonetheless, despite the intellectual ferment of the time, it was 

Confucius’s thought that became most acceptable in Chinese statecraft, 
although his ideas were adapted,  often beyond recognition, by the 
statesmen and thinkers who drew on his writing over the centuries”  (lines 
29-32).    

 
D. “Confucianism is based on ideas of mutual obligation, maintenance of 

hierarchies, a belief in self-development, education, and improvement, 
and above all, an ordered society” ( lines 10-12).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.  Read the following excerpt and then answer the question below.   

 

”In its all-pervasiveness and its flexibility and adaptability to circumstances, it 

is somewhat analogous to the role of Judeo-Christian norms in Western 

societies, where even those who dispute or reject those norms still find 

themselves shaped by them, consciously or not” (lines 7-10).    

 

 In the excerpt above, the word “analogous” most nearly means 

A. meaningful 

B. comparable 

C.  dissimilar  

D. distinct     

 

4.  Read the following excerpt and then answer both parts of the question below. 

“Confucianism is sometimes termed a religion, but it is really more of an 

ethical system, or system of norms. In its all-pervasiveness and its 

flexibility and adaptability to circumstances, it is somewhat analogous to 

the role of Judeo-Christian norms in Western societies, where even those 

who dispute or reject those norms still find themselves shaped by them, 

consciously or not” (lines 7-10). 

 

Which statement best describes the rhetorical technique employed in the excerpt 
above? 
 

A. Generalization is used to show that China was shaped by 
Confucianism. 
 

B. Simile is used to show how Confucianism and Judeo-Christian norms 
are related. 

 
C. Confucianism is compared to Judeo-Christianity due to the influence of 

both on different societies. 
 

D. Rhetorical questioning is used to generate an answer. 



Which of the following sentences from the passage employs a similar rhetorical 
technique? 
 

A. “But throughout that period, assumptions from Confucianism 
persisted.” (lines 32-33) 

 
B. “Confucius looked back to the Zhou dynasty, a supposed “golden age” 

which was long-past even during his lifetime, and which set a desirable 
(but perhaps unattainable) standard for the present day.” (lines16-18) 

 
C. “This period, the fifth century BCE, was one of  profound crisis in the 

territory we know now as China, but ironically, it led to an unmatched 
excellence in the cultural and intellectual atmosphere of the time, just 
as the crisis of fifth-century BCE Greece led to an extraordinary 
outpouring of drama and philosophy.” (lines 25-29). 

 
D. “But why did the Chinese think of themselves as Chinese?” (line 1) 
 

 

5. Reread the passage and answer the two questions below. 

 
But why did the Chinese think of themselves as Chinese?  Broadly, 

shared identity came from shared rituals.  For more than two thousand years, a 

set of social and political assumptions, which found their origins in the ideas of 

Confucius, a thinker of the sixth century BCE, shaped Chinese statecraft and 

everyday behavior.   By adopting these norms, people of any grouping could 

become “people of the dynasty”—that is, Chinese. 

Confucianism is sometimes termed a religion, but it is really more of an 

ethical system, or system of norms.  In its all-pervasiveness and its flexibility and 

adaptability to circumstances, it is somewhat analogous to the role of Judeo-

Christian norms in Western societies, where even those who dispute or reject 

those norms still find themselves shaped by them, consciously or not.  



Confucianism is based on ideas of mutual obligation, maintenance of hierarchies, 

a belief in self-development, education, and improvement, and above all, an 

ordered society.  It abhors violence and tends to look down on profit-making, 

though it is not wholly opposed to it.  The ultimate ideal was to become 

sufficiently wise to attain the status of “sage” (sheng), but one should at least 

strive to become a junzi, often translated as “gentleman,” but perhaps best 

thought of as meaning “a person of integrity.”  Confucius looked back to the Zhou 

dynasty, a supposed “golden age” which was long-past even during his lifetime, 

and which set a desirable (but perhaps unattainable) standard for the present 

day.  

Confucius’s opinions did not emerge from thin air; he lived during the  

period of the Warring States, a violent era whose values appalled him, and which 

fuelled his concern with order and stability.  Nor was he the only thinker to shape 

early China:  unlike Confucius and Mencius, who believed in the essential good 

nature of human beings, Xunzi believed that humans were essentially evil; and 

Han Feizi went further to argue that only a system of strict laws and harsh 

punishments, not ethical codes, could restrain people from doing wrong.  This 

period, the fifth century BCE, was one of profound crisis in the territory we know 

now as China, but ironically, it led to an unmatched excellence in the cultural and 

intellectual atmosphere of the time, just as the crisis of fifth-century BCE Greece 

led to an extraordinary outpouring of drama and philosophy.  Nonetheless, 

despite the intellectual ferment of the time, it was Confucius’s thought that 

became most acceptable in Chinese statecraft, although his ideas were adapted, 



often beyond recognition, by the statesmen and thinkers who drew on his writing 

over the centuries.  But throughout that period, assumptions from Confucianism 

persisted. 

 

Constructed Response 

In your own words, show how the writer supports his claim that “The Chinese 
think of themselves as Chinese because a shared identity came from shared 
rituals.” A ritual can be defined as a specific, observable mode of behavior 
exhibited by a society.  
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Put a check mark next to the paragraphs in which the author explains this view. 

_______Paragraph 1 (lines 1-5) only 

_______Paragraph 2 (lines 6- 18) only 

_______Paragraph 3 (lines19-33) only 

_______Paragraphs 1 (lines 1-5) and 3 (lines 19-33) 

_______Paragraphs 2 (lines 6-18) and 3 (lines 19-33) 

 

Essential Questions 

6. How do strong textual citations help support analysis of a text? 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. How does writing informative/explanatory texts help examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
8. How does determining an author’s point of view or analyzing the style or 
content of a piece contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of a text as 
a whole? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Scoring Guide: Grade 12, Unit 2 Pre-assessment 

1. Part 1 - A    Part 2 -  A (lines 10-12) and C ( line 1) 

2. Part 1 -  B   Part 2  C (lines 29-32) 

3. B 

4. Part 1 - C    Part 2 C (lines 25-29) 

5. Part 1 - Accept reasonable answers that paraphrase the text.   
Part 2 - Paragraphs 1 (lines 1-5) and 3 (lines 19-33) 
 

 
Questions 6, 7, and 8 are the standards-based Essential Questions for 
the unit. Review responses to determine what students already know 
and understand. 

 


